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Children in early years settings may have a home language other than English.
Practitioners should value this linguistic diversity and provide opportunities for children to develop and use their home language in their play and learning. 
· Some children are bilingual from birth, because their families have talked to them in more than one language. Bilingualism is an asset, and the first language has a continuing and significant role in identity, learning and the acquisition of additional languages.
· Some children will be acquiring English as an additional language. As with their first language, this needs to be learnt in a context, through practical meaningful experiences and interaction with others. These children may spend a long time listening before they speak English and will often be able to understand much of what they hear, particularly where communication through gesture, sign, facial expression and using visual support is encouraged.

We designate a member of staff to be the English as an additional language (EAL) co-ordinator to support our children and families. The EAL co-ordinator works closely with our nursery management team and other colleagues and has responsibility for the day-to-day implementation of this policy and to support children learning English as an additional language (EAL). 
Our EAL co-ordinator is: Aimee Gill


Procedure

· The EAL co-ordinator is responsible for maintaining a list of all children in the nursery who are learning English as an additional language. 
· The EAL co-ordinator is responsible for completing an annual review of the provision for children with English as an additional language, and where required supporting colleagues to develop action plans to improve practice. 

The EAL co-ordinator will support the key persons in:

· Using resources and settling in procedures to assist a smooth transition into the setting.
· The effective teaching of children who speak English as an additional language to gain the skills they need to communicate effectively.
· Ensuring children are developing skills in the prime and specific areas of learning that help them to be ready for school. 
· Mantra Lingua PenPal and supporting resources (books, posters etc) can be used to provide bespoke and personal support and encouragement to children and families with EAL. 

Learning opportunities should be planned to help children to develop their English, and support should be provided to help them to take part in other activities. This may include; 

· Building on children’s experiences of language at home and in the wider community by providing a range of opportunities to use their home language(s), so that their developing use of English and other languages support one another;
· Providing a range of opportunities for children to engage in speaking and listening activities in English with peers and adults;
· Ensuring that all children have opportunities to recognise and show respect for each child’s home language:
· Providing a bilingual support, in particular to extend vocabulary and support children’s developing understanding:
· Providing a variety of writing in the children’s home languages as well as English, including books, notices and labels;
· Providing opportunities for children to hear their home languages as well as English, for example through use of audio and video materials.






© 2022 Monkey Puzzle Day Nurseries Ltd – all rights reserved
Internal Use Only
Version: March 2025
Page 2 of 2	

image1.png
A RIS

e*co,v

Oay N\l‘t’




image2.png




